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Ms. Diane Sipe 
US. Environmental Protection Agency, Regim VDI 
999 18th Street, Suite 500,8ENF-T 
Denver, Colorado 80202-2466 

Dear Ms Sipe: 

The U.S. Department of Energy, Rocky Flats Fieid Office mquests a written modification of the 
National Pollutant Discharge Elhination System (NPDES) Federal Facility Compliance 
Agreement (FFCA) Number FFCA-CWA-90- 1 - The quested modifications to the WCA are: 

I ) change the effluent limitation far nitrate at Outfall 002, Pond A-3, from 10 mgJL to 100 

2) remove the requkment to monitor Total h i d u a l  Chlorine crric) at Outfall Sewage 

mg& and 

Tmtment Plant (STP) and Outfall 001, Pond B-3. 

The modifications ate requested because of STP improvemen& and the Rocky Flats 
Environmental Tmhnology Sire's (Site) NPDES permit renewal is still being negotiated with 
no near-term resolution envisioned. 

The current NPDES peranit has a 30-day average for nitrate of 10 mg/L and a daily maximum of 
20 rn& at Outfall 002, Pond A-3 outfall, which is in Segment 5 of Big Dry Creek. The limits 
imposed by the permit do not accurately ~fle cumnt strearn standards. The Colorado Water 
Quality Control Commission approved a temporary modification to the n i m  standard for 
Segment 5 from 10 mg/L to 100 mg/L on July 8,1996. Tbe temporary modification is effective 
from March 1997 through December 2009 (see 5 CCR 1002-38, Classification and Numeric 
Standards South Platte River Basin, Section 38.6, Segment 5, Big Dry C&). 

In addition, the nitrate effluent limitation change at Outfall 002 is needed to allow the Rocky 
Flats Cleanup Agreement (RFCAMppmved Solar Pond Plume {SPP) project to proceed. The 
Site is implementing cleanup activities through RFCA that will ultimately d u c e  nitrate and 
nitrite levels in groundwater and loadings to surface wattx The solar evaporation ponds were 
identified as the source area causing the highest nitrate levels in the ground water at the Site, and 

(EPA), and the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (see attached Solar Pond 
Plume Decision Document project approval letters). 
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The Site currently reports chlorine r e s i d d  monitoring mufts at both the STP outfall and Out€all 
001, Pond B-3, where the limitation is currently applied. The old wastewater disinfection system 
using chlorination and dechlorination was ~plaiced with an ultravioltt 0 disinfection process 
on September 29,1997. Since chlorine is no longer used io the Site's wastewater disinfiection 
process, we quest removal of the chlorine midual monitoring requirements and limitation 
from the current NPDES permit through naodifiatim of the FFCA. 

The Site initially requested that the TRC change to be acmnmdated in the renewal pesmit in a 
letter to EPA dated February 1 1,1997. It was assumed that this change and the nitrate limit issue 
could be accommodated in the renewal permit btcause the permit was on a similar schedule 8s 

the completion of the UV installation. Since the renewal permit has still not been issued, and has 
no finalization date in sight, we would like to request modification of the "DES FFCA as soon 
as possible to address our immediate needs. 

If you my questions please contact Gail Hill at (303) 966-3424 or John Stover at (303) 966-9735. 

Sincerely, 

Assistant Manager 
for Environment and Infrastructure 

cc wh Atts: 
J. Rampe, DAME% RFFO 
J. Stover, AT, FSTO 
G. Hill, ERWM, RFFO 
N. Castaneda, ERWM, W O  
M. McCann, OCC, RFFO 
J. Hill, K-H 
R. Nininger, K-H 
R. Fiebweg, RMRS 
K. Motyl. RMRS 
L. Dunstan, RMRS 
S. Tuber, EPA 
M. Reed, EPA 
T. Rchder, EPA 
D. Terrell, EPA 
S. Gunderson, CDPHE 


